Join our team
of volunteers: 2

Another
successful
open day

MANY thanks all our guests
and helpers who contributed
to a successful day on 31
August — despite the weath-
er! Attractions included a
teddy hunt, a safety quiz,

a visit by the Thames Valley
Police horses, rides on a
mini fire engine and a
demonstration by Bucking-
hamshire Fire & Rescue
Service showing how they
release someone trapped

in a vehicle after a crash.

THE Safety Centre would like
to say a big thank-you to
the volunteers from Abbey
(right) who came to
help us decorate
some of our
scenarios

in the
summer.
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What you’ve been
saying about us: 3

MP Mark Lancaster,
pictured left with Safety

had this to say after
visiting us in September:
“The Safety Centre is

an excellent facility for
children that has the
tremendous ability to be
both great fun for the
kids as well as highly
educational.”

Centre Director Jan Alder,

Update on our

training courses: 4

Thanks for
your support

THANK you to The Parks
Trust and Elastoplast for
their continued support.
Donations allow us to
continue delivering impor-
tant safety messages to

our children.

TheParksTrust

MILTON KEYMNES

Elastoplast

The Safety Centre’s
trustees would like to
express their gratitude for
this vital support. Anyone
interested in sponsorship
opportunities should
contact Jan Alder on
01908 263009 or email
jan@safetycentre.co.uk

Meet Natasha

________

WELCOME to Natasha
Clements, who has joined
our Schools Liaison team.

Natasha, pictured, will be
delivering follow-up lessons,
assemblies and our evalua-
tion programme.

Natasha, a qualified
teacher, has been teaching
in Milton Keynes and
Cambridge Primary Schools
for the past 10 years.
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Feedback from schools

THE Safety Centre receives a lot of feedback from schools
after their visits, including children’s letters and completed
evaluation forms. Here is a selection of comments from
teachers:

We do lots of work on protective behaviours and keeping safe
- this gives 'practical experience’ - PHSE Coordinator, Bow
Brickhill School
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Hazard Alley is always a worthwhile visit and the children really

YA

ABOVE: Some of our guides went on enjoy it - Teacher, Willen School

the volunteers’ summer trip to Bath
in July — a beautiful day was enjoyed
by all. We also arranged a trip to see

-

s,

What does a volunteer do?
There are 12 scenarios in Hazard
Alley, each being visited in turn
by a group of up to six children.
Every scenario has an important
message that is explained by a
volunteer guide. Many of the
scenarios have an interactive
element controlled by the guide,
often to the surprise of the chil-
dren. A guide quickly learns how
to make a train leap out of a
tunnel or set a house ‘on fire’.

Why are they needed?

We need 12 tour guides per
session and we rely heavily on
volunteers to keep costs to an
affordable level. Hazard Alley
has a tradition of using volunteer
resources — much of the original
construction was only possible due
to the carpenters, electricians,
painters and designers who con-
tributed thousands of hours to it.

Will I be trained?

Guides receive training on each
scenario and how to get the mes-
sage across to the children in the
most effective way. You will not be
asked to take a group of children
until you feel confident. Although
the safety messages are consis-
tent, every guide develops his or
her own presentation style.

We are always looking for new
volunteers to help us with the
growing numbers of children
wishing to visit the Safety
Centre. We offer excellent
training, expenses and sweat-
shirts — but most of all reward-
ing experience. Read on for our
step-by-step guide to being a
volunteer guide.
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Is it difficult?

The thought of guiding six children
around interactive scenarios for
two hours at a time might seem a
bit daunting at first. Don’'t worry —
once you have been trained, it will
soon become second nature. New
volunteers quickly get caught up
with the children's enthusiasm,
answering questions and helping
them get the most out of the day.

How much time do | have to
commit?

A session lasts for two hours and
you need to be at the centre 15
minutes before the children arrive.
There is normally a short finishing
session so you need to allow about
two-and-a-half hours for each
session you work. The majority

of visits are during the school

day, during term time. Typically a
morning session starts at around

9.30am, the afternoon one around
12.30pm. There are also evening
sessions starting at 6.30pm,
lasting 90 minutes, which tend
to be for adult groups, or older
children such as Scouts and
Guides.

Do | need qualifications?
Anybody over the age of 16
may apply to be a guide.
Academic qualifications are
not required. What is needed
is enthusiasm, lots of patience
and a willingness to be trained.
Above all, you’ll need a sense
of humour! We accept Year 10
students from local schools for
their Year 10 two-week work
experience and they often
follow up their time with us

by taking the evening tours.

What about my expenses?
Hazard Alley will reimburse you
for certain expenses — you will

be given details at your interview.
We’ll even measure you up for
your Hazard Alley sweatshirt.

How do | apply?

If you think this could be for you,
just give us a ring and come and
have a look at how it works. Call
01908 263009 and ask for our
Volunteer Coordinator Val Williams.

Flashdance at Milton Keynes Theatre
in November for those guides who

were unable to go to Bath.

BELOW: Welcome to our new
recruits — left to right they are

Laura Cullingham, Amelia Morisco,

Mary Masiyano, Jason Stewart,
Theresa Brown, Kate Harper and

Nicola Smith. All these volunteers

have recently completed their

training and are now enjoying taking

children around the Safety Centre.
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An action packed session which prompted lots of useful discussion
back at school - K52 Manager, Hobbs Hill Wood Primary School

Layout and experience for the children was excellent. All
children gained a great deal. Our welcome was warm and helpful

- Year & teacher, 5t Louis Catholic Primary School

=

i S ——

The children always love coming here and find it a really worthwhile
experience. I feel the internet safety is brilliant, especially with

the children of today - Teaching Assistant, Micklem Primary School
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This trip is always a favourite one in Bishop Wood. T have yet to
find a child in 10 years who has not enjoyed itl - Year 5 teacher,

Bishop Wood Schoaol
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The children enjoyed the range of activities because it enabled
them to consider situations that they may not have experienced
or thought about in real life - Teacher, Thomas Harding Schoal
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Course dates
to June 2009

NOVEMBER 2008

26 Appointed Persons Course
(one-day course)

27 Fire Wardens (one-day
course)

DECEMBER 2008

4-5 Refresher Course
(two-day course)

9 Fire Wardens

12 Appointed Persons Course
15-16 First Aid Paed Course
(two-day course)

JANUARY 2009

8-9 & 12-13 First Aid at
Work (four-day course)

21 Appointed Persons Course
21 Fire Wardens

27-28 Re-qualification Course
(two-day course)

FEBRUARY 2009

2 Fire Wardens

3 Appointed Persons Course
11-12 Re-qualification Course
18 Managing Fire Safety
(one-day course)

19-20 & 23-24 First Aid at
Work

23 Fire Wardens

MARCH 2009

5 Fire Wardens

5-6 & 9-10 First Aid at Work
18 Appointed Persons Course
24-25 Re-qualification Course
26 Fire Wardens

APRIL 2009

2-3 & 6-7 First Aid at Work
14 Fire Wardens

22 Appointed Persons Course
28 Fire Wardens

29-30 Re-qualification Course

MAY 2009

1 Appointed Persons Course
6 Fire Wardens

7-8 & 11-12 First Aid at
Work

13 Fire Wardens

20-21 Re-qualification Course

JUNE 2009

8 Fire Wardens

10 Appointed Persons Course
10 Managing Fire Safety
16-17 Re-qualification Course
24 Fire Wardens

25-26 & 29-30 First Aid at
Work

It’s a legal requirement

MAKING sure you have sufficient
trained First Aiders and Fire
Wardens is a legal requirement for
the workplace as well as making
good commercial sense.

The Safety Centre is accredited
by the Health and Safety
Executive to offer the full range of
First Aid Training courses that all
companies require.

All of our Fire Safety Training
courses are run in association
with Buckinghamshire Fire &
Rescue Service and delivered by
experienced fire officers chosen
for their training skills and expert-
ise.

There is also the added bonus of
knowing that you are supporting a
worthwhile children’s charity.

The 12-hour
Paediatric
First Aid
course
is back!

By popular demand

IN response to recent demand
for a 12-hour Paediatric First Aid
Course, we can now offer this
course for school staff which
can be held in the working week
within school hours.

Recent courses held have
received excellent feedback —

The Safety Centre, 18 Carters Lane,
Kiln Farm, Milton Keynes, MK11 3ES.
Registered Charity No 1019093
T 01908 263009

E info@safetycentre.co.uk

W www.safetycentre.co.uk

B We strive to be a

“Centre of Excellence

for Safety Education”. We are a regis-
tered charity and rely heavily on volun-
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the next available course will be
held on 15 and 16 December,
2008.

For full details on all courses
available at the Safety Centre,
go to www.safetycentre.co.uk,
ring 01908 263009 or email
info@safetycentre.co.uk

teers and donations. The Safety Centre
is very much a partnership venture
which only works because of the
invaluable support from the
community as well as a team
of dedicated staff.

B Newsflash is produced

by the Safety Centre with
help from Buckinghamshire Fire & Rescue
Service and Thames Valley Police.

- %



